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HIDDEN IN THE HILLS 
By Earl Brandt 
 
High above Peculiar Corners at the intersection of F and FF, hidden in the 
hills, is a beautifully transformed and refurbished farmhouse – the home 
of David and Sandra Stanfield since 1972.  It was originally part of the 
Paul Stampfli farm and several of the original outbuildings, including the 
barn, still remain in tact.  The Stanfields had been living in East Lansing, 
Michigan finishing their degrees at Michigan State before David accepted 
a position in the Rural Sociology Department at the University of 
Wisconsin/Madison in 1969. 
 
 They first rented a renovated farmhouse on Fesenfeld Road before they 
bought their present property in 1972, to “settle down” after years of 
adventuresome traveling to various parts of the world and living in Chile 
and Brazil.  Most of their travels and living abroad had to do with 
David’s profession as a land tenure specialist.  Some of it was “bumming 
around” Europe and South America in the mid 60’s and 70’s according to 
Sandie.  Actually David still travels the world for work related activities 
but no longer for extended periods of time.  Vermont Township is now 
home base. 

 
At first, David and sons (Jesse, Ephraim and Joshua) raised beef cattle as 
part-time farmers (under the tutelage of Joe Dybdahl, Vermont  
  

 
TOWNSHIP NEWS  
Spring Election, April 6:  The polls will open at 7 AM at the Town Hall, 4017 Hwy. JJ, and will remain open 
until 8 PM.  Absentee ballots can be obtained from the town clerk.  The candidates are David Dybdahl, 
running unopposed for a second term as Supervisor #2 and Barb Grenlie, running unopposed for the 
Supervisor #4, vacated by Doug Meier. 
Annual Meeting, April 13:  The meeting will start at 7:30 PM at the town hall.  The agenda will be published 
in the News Sickle-Arrow and the Mt. Horeb Mail, and also posted at the town hall and the Black Earth Bank 
one week prior to the meeting.  Citizens who haven’t visited the town hall recently will see a number of 
physical improvements to the building, including a refinished floor, new tables and chairs for the supervisors, 
and new lighting in the cleaned up basement.  
 
SPRING PRIMARY RESULTS 
Just in case you haven’t heard, but the 50% voter turnout for the Spring Primary, held Feb.17, was less than in 
past elections but still above most other townships.  Bush led the Republican ticket and Kerry led the 
Democratic ticket followed by Edwards and Dean. 
Steve Cowan led Bill Hitzman in our township and received enough votes elsewhere to earn the right to a 
face-off against him for the position of County Supervisor in the Spring Election.  A majority of our voters 
apposed the referendum to allow a gambling casino in Dane County.  

 

The Stanfields in 1969 at the first farm 
they rented on Fesenfeld Road
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(Stanfields, continued) 
 

Township’s resident expert on the subject).  He does not like to think of himself as a “hobby farmer.” One day, while loading 
manure by hand, he suddenly remembered why he left his father’s farm in Ohio.  The manure smelled the same, the work was 
just as hard, and here he was, a world traveler with a BS degree in Math, an MS in International Relations and Organization 
and a PhD in Communications, Economics and Law --and with a very important and rewarding profession-–but, still 
shoveling!  No wonder his mother kept asking him, well into the 1990s, what he was going to be when he grew up. 
 
So he gave up cattle raising (well, not completely, he still boards some young stock for Jim Ludolph) and settled for just 
enjoying life in Vermont Township.  He even got involved in township government by serving on the Planning Commission 
that drafted the town’s original Land Use Plan. 
 
This was in between trips all over the globe as a Consultant in land reform, land economics and social issues, property rights 
and land legislation.  His official title, since 1994, is Senior Scientist, Land Tenure Center, UW Madison.  His consulting and 
research projects fill two pages of his resumé.  Articles and publications fill three pages.  Both Sandie and he read, write and 
speak Spanish fluently, and David has picked up some Albanian from his work in that country in the 1990’s. 
 
Meanwhile, Sandie has been making good use of her degrees (BA in Secondary Education, Spanish, Speech, Drama and MA in 
Spanish Literature, Drama/Theatre). She taught Spanish at Middleton High School, and developed the Spanish Curriculum at 
Verona High School.  For 20 years she owned and operated a booking agency and management company for performing 
artists.   
 
She was a co-founder of Terra Institute, LTD in 1974 and continues to serve as its Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer of 
the Board of Directors. Terra is a non-profit organization that provides technical assistance for land tenure and land use issues 
to developing nations throughout the world. It is headquartered in Mount Horeb.  David presently serves Terra as Project 
Director for the Land Markets Development Project in the Republic of Georgia and is a member of the Board of Directors. 
 
At home Sandie keeps adding touches to their “farmhouse,” tends her beautiful flower gardens, raises chickens and oversees 
the restoration of their farm fields to native prairie. 
  
Oh, and by the way they raised three boys, now on their own. 
 
David has already “retired” twice, once in 1963 when he and Sandie sailed on a Yugoslavian freighter out of New York, bound 
for Spain, where they lived like hippies, surviving on beans and rice and sleeping in 50-cent a night rooms.  They “dropped 
out” again in 1969, traveling to California and then to Mexico and Europe where they toured all over Europe from England 
and Scotland to Greece camping in a converted VW van they purchased in the Netherlands.   
 
David retired from the University in February 2004 and immediately left for the entire month in Kosovo analyzing their 
property problems that remain after the conflicts with Serbia in 1999.  He has no plans to slow down. 
 
The initial interview for this story took place at Aunt Mary’s Hooterville Inn, (in beautiful downtown Blue Mounds) one Sunday morning in 
between Bloody Marys and breakfast.  Accuracy and attention to detail have therefore suffered however, I challenge anyone to sort out the various 
degrees earned, subjects taught, project completed articles written, positions held, countries lived in, languages spoken by David and Sandie, much less 
arrange this information chronologically.   
 

 

WEBSITES 
The official Town of Vermont website is www.townofvermont.com.  It contains notices, agendas and 
minutes of meetings, financial data, land use plan, licenses and permits, etc. 
Just click on the menu topic you want to read or print. 
The unofficial Town of Vermont website is www.vermonttown.org.  It is sponsored by John Bird and 
maintained by volunteers.  It contains items of interest to residents including current and past issues of
Vermont’s Voice, which is also unofficial and maintained by volunteers.  See back page for info.
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SPRING 
By Jane Hanson 
 
Those who look for the signs of spring cheat themselves.  Spring arrives several weeks before the frost leaves the ground, so 
green shoots and pioneering buds are not the first signs, but rather the rear guard of the season.  Early spring is not a visual, 
but an auditory experience. 
 
Sitting outside on a deceptively mild March evening, the throaty 
announcements of the red-winged blackbirds, punctuated by the 
declarations of the robins and hysterical trills of the killdeer are 
everywhere.  It will be weeks now, before the cheerful, if overdone, 
trills of the spring creepers dominate the evening. But, on this gift of a 
day and evening, this prelude to milder weather to come, the Sandhills 
clack, long before they appear in the early spring sky, followed by the 
busy bugling of the Canadas, who share their nesting sites. 

 

 
Coyote songs that seem chilling in the pristine cold of January, 
suddenly take on a joyous note, colored by the anticipation of spring.  
Pre-dawn excursions, are rewarded with the gossip of turkeys and 
chattering of pheasant roosters. 
 
Spring is already here!  Close your eyes and see it! 
 
HIDDEN IN THE HILLS (#2!) 
By Earl Brandt 
  
Downhill from the Town Hall on JJ, hidden in the hills, (well, sort of) is a garage. Once it was Dan Camp
where he worked his wizardry on racecars. Now that Dan has taken his tools to California, the shop h
woodworking wizard, Brian Evans.   

  
Some of Brian's knowledge of woodworki
spent with his grandfather, but much of it 
while tackling various projects. He ran his 
construction business for 15 years and cur
Associated Housewrights, LLC of Madison
home remodeling.   
  
Having built a house and much of its fixtu
the woods behind the shop, Brian decided
stripping.  No, not that kind of stripping! W
gluing ¾ inch by ¼ inch stripes of wood t
construct a canoe. 
   
After constructing an 18-foot guide canoe 
racing canoe, he really took the plunge and
a beautiful Wherry rowboat made from ce
mahogany trim.  Brian started building the

strips are laid, in November of 2002 and finished the boat in August of 2003, working a couple of hou
says Wherry boats are versatile, lightweight, sturdy and easy to row. They were used as lifesaving boats
boats or for touring.  Larger versions were also used on oceans. 

s 

  
If you want to see his canoes, or the boat, he'd be glad to show them to you, or even take your order. 
Red-winged Blackbird
bell's mechanic shop, 
as been taken over by a 

ng comes from his time 
was learned on his own 
own design and 
rently works with 
, which specializes in 

res and furnishings in 
 to turn his talents to 
ood stripping, which is 

ogether, over forms, to 

and a 14-foot solo 
 sent away for plans for 
dar strips with 
Wherry canoe built by Brian Evan

 “mold” over which the 
rs here and there.  He 
 on beaches, fishing 
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How to reach us: 
Editor:    Lisa Orman, 9504 Union Valley Road; 767-1102, office; 767-4930, home; 767-1103, fax; lisa@kidstuffpr.com, e-mail 
Committee:  Doug Meier: 4496 Hwy. 78; 767-8860; dougmeier@yahoo.com 
                    Earl Brandt: 4670 Cedar Hill Lane; 767-3030; esranch@merr.com 
        Ann Albert, 3963 Ryan Road, 767-3135; malbert@merr.com 
        Jon Urness, 4360 County JJ; 767-2471; jurness@vitaplus.com 
 
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our town and articles of interest to 
the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and understanding of town 
government, and improve communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or suggestions for articles, photos, 
criticism, and help with mailings.  The cost of printing and postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the 
official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page!  Check it out at www.vermonttown.org.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair Steve Frame 767-3393 
Supervisor #1 Bill Hanson 767-5050  
Supervisor #2 Dave Dybdahl 767-3674  
Supervisor #3 Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #4 Doug Meier 767-8860  
Town Clerk Marian Swoboda 767-2457 
Town Treasurer Sarah Danz 767-6017 
Town Patrolman Dave Haugen 767-3313  

Building Inspector Jim Ludolph 767-2272 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Vice-chair Bill Hanson 767-5050 
Secretary Marian Swoboda 767-2457 
Jim Elleson 767-3553  
Marc Robertson 437-3762  
 

Don McKay 437-4071 
Steve Frame 767-3393 
 
Fire Wardens 
Frank Hinze 767-3827 
Fern Frame 767-3915 
Mary Brings 767-3457 
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